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Key Personnel: Co-Chairs

Dr. Martin Olivier 
Dr. Martin Olivier, Ph.D. is Professor of Microbiology and Immunology at 
McGill University. He is an internationally recognized leader in the field 
of host-parasite interactions, evasion mechanisms and innate immunity. 
He published >150 peer-reviewed papers. He won several national and 
international awards (e.g. Burroughs Wellcome Fund). His actual interest 
is the study of Leishmania exosomes in the modulation of host immune 
response and inflammation.

Dr. Momar Ndao 
Dr. Ndao is a veterinary from Senegal who has completed his MSc 
and PhD in international health and tropical diseases at the Institute 
of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp. He is currently Associate Professor 
at McGill University and has been the Director of the Canadian  
National Reference Centre for Parasitology (NRCP) since 2002.  
Further credentials include sitting on the Expert Review Committee 
for the Canadian Biosafety Standards and Guidelines, and co-chair-
ing the Food and Environmental Parasitology Network (Health 
Canada). He has been a member of the committee of the World 
Federation of Parasitologists since 2014.
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Dr. Kris Chadee  
Dr. Kris Chadee is an internationally recognized leader in the field of 
host-pathogen interactions in the gut, gastrointestinal inflammation 
and innate host defenses. He has published 150+ peer-reviewed 
research articles and critical reviews and 21 book chapters. He is on 
the editorial board of leading journals, including Infection and Immunity, 
Pathogens, and Frontiers. His current research focuses on how pro-
tozoan parasites interact with the gut epithelium and macrophages in 
disease pathogenesis.

Dr. Armando Jardim   
Dr. Armando Jardim is an Associate Professor at the McGill Institute of 
Parasitology. He has more than 25 years experience in the field of protein 
biochemistry, chromatographic separation and immunocytochemistry.  
His research program focuses on molecular dissection of glycosome 
biogenesis machinery in Leishmania and on the identification of immu-
nomodulatory factors in the excretory-secretory products released by 
helminths.

Dr. Christopher Fernandez-Prada  
Dr. Christopher Fernandez-Prada DVM, M.Sc., Ph.D. is a molecular 
parasitologist focused on the study of zoonotic protozoan parasites. His 
main fields of research include drug resistance, vaccine development 
and host-parasite interactions. He holds an Assistant Professor position 
in Veterinary Parasitology at Université de Montréal. He is the Scientific 
Director of the Diagnostic Parasitology Laboratory.

Dr. Albert Descoteaux  
Dr. Albert Descoteaux is a Professor at the INRS - Institut Armand-Frappier, 
where he investigates the biology of the Leishmania parasitophorous  
vacuole and immune evasion mechanism(s) used by this parasite. He is 
also a visiting scientist at the Fiocruz Bahia institute (Salvador, Brazil) and 
holder of the Canada Research Chair in Biology of Intracellular Parasitism. 

Dr. Barbara Papadopoulou 
Dr. Barbara Papadopoulou, B. Pharm., M.Sc., Ph.D., FCAHS is a Full 
Professor in the Department of Microbiology-Infectious Disease and 
Immunology of the Faculty of Medicine at Université Laval (Québec, 
Canada) and the Director of the Axis of Infectious Diseases and 
Immunity of the CHU de Québec Research Center. She is Canada’s 
leading molecular parasitologist, with an extensive record of original 
contributions in the field of Leishmania gene regulation, pathogenesis 
and vaccine development, which are highly regarded by the  
Leishmania international community. 

Dr Cedric Yansouni  
Dr. Cedric Yansouni is an Infectious Diseases Physician and a Medical 
Microbiologist at the McGill University Health Centre in Montréal,  
where he serves as Associate Director of the J.D. MacLean Centre  
for Tropical Diseases, and as Lead for the Molecular Parasitology unit. 
His research is focused on improving diagnostic tools and care for  
infectious diseases in remote or low resource settings, with an  
emphasis on enteric infections and cryptosporidiosis. He has served 
as Temporary Adviser to the World Health Organization (WHO) for the 
prequalification of diagnostics and has earned a Chercheur-Boursier 
Clinicien Career Award from the FRQS.
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